ALTERNATIVE MEDIA

Paul Davids
at the Taj Mahal

“It was then that Issa clandestinely left
his father’s house, went out of Jerusalem,
and, in company with some merchants traveled toward Sind, that he might perfect himself in the divine word and study the laws of
the great Buddhas.”
“The Life of St. Issa”
Translated by Nicolas Notovitch

• BY LEN KASTEN

H

ollywood producer Paul Davids
seems to have an affinity for what
appear to be “lost
causes.” He is intrigued by stories about brave
and persistent individuals who
The ancient Meenakshi Temple is in Madurai in
southern India.These ancient temples post-date
fight on heroically in pursuit of
the era of Jesus by hundreds of years, although
gaining acceptance of an imporother Hindu temples and learning centers were
tant principle or an idea that the
at these locations in Jesus' day.
world has ignored or already rejected. This proclivity for championing the antihero has been demonstrated throughout his filmmaking career. In view of this, it
is no surprise that he became
very interested in the Edward
Martin story. Our readers may recall that we published an article
about Martin’s book, King of
Travelers: Jesus’ Lost Years in
India (Jonah Publishing, 1999),
in A.R. #59, titled “Jesus in
India.” Martin’s thesis—that
Jesus
spent
the
so-called
“missing years” of his life; i.e.,
from 13 to 30, in India and
Tibet—was based on his travels
in India, and on years of research.
Martin further gives evidence in
the book that Jesus survived the crucifixion
and traveled back to India with his mother,
Mary, who died en route and was buried in
Pakistan. He claims that Jesus later married
in India, had several children, and died at the
age of 110, and that his tomb still exists near
Srinigar in the Himalayan foothills. This
post-crucifixion part of the story was not
covered in our article.
Davids quickly obtained the financing, designed a shooting schedule based on a curAn Epic Journey
Martin’s adventures and his book came sory script, put together a combined Amerto the attention of Robert Rotstan Jr, a close ican-Indian production team, and made the
friend and associate of Davids’. Apparently, arrangements for filming in India to begin in
Rotstan recognized in Martin’s lonely uphill June, 2005, accompanied by Martin.
It was to be an epic six-week journey,
battle to fill a vital gap in the life of Jesus,
against a disinterested, and even hostile, undertaken during the worst time of year
Christian world, the kind of story that fasci- weather-wise. Indian heat and humidity
nated Davids, and he arranged to bring them would be at the annual zenith, and the trip
together. After a brief introductory meeting would extend throughout the monsoon
in March, 2003, Martin, Davids and Rotstan season, which meant probable heavy rains.
had lunch in Hollywood in June, at which But the planned dates were dictated by
time a documentary movie project was first Martin’s work schedule. Anil Kumar Urmil,
discussed. The idea was dropped for awhile, also from Los Angeles, was Davids’ coand then revived with new energy in early producer. The Indian members of the team
2005 when Davids learned that Martin was were H.R. Madhusudan (Madhu), the Proplanning his third trip to India that summer. duction Manager, who was Anil’s brother-in-

(All Photos in this article © 2008 by
Yellow Hat Productions, Inc.)

Making the Movie with Filmmaker Paul Davids
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law, Nelvan Binney, Assistant Director, Dnyanesh Moghe, second cameraman and Sanjay
Shetye, associate producer and travel agent.
The shooting itinerary was ambitious and
daunting. They were to travel about 4,000
miles from Goa, first to the south to Banagalore and Madurai, and then northeast to the
coast to Chennai (Madras) and Puri, then
over to Kolkata (Calcutta) in extreme eastern
India and up to Darjeeling and Sikkim. This
eastward leg of the journey would take them
up into the cool and welcome mountain
country for awhile before they descended
again to the intense heat of central India. On
the westward leg, they were to stop first in
Varanasi (Benares) and then go over to Bareilly, New Delhi and Agra, all in north central India. Then north again, this time to the
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The church of Saint Thomas on St. Thomas Mount
in Chennai, India, is a little yellow building located
at the exact spot where St. Thomas had his church
and preached about 2,000 years ago.

Himalayan foothills to Dharamsala and Amritsar, and finally to the politically volatile
and dangerous city of Srinigar in “the vale of
Kashmir.” The plan was to film supplemental
footage until reaching the Jagganath Temple
at Puri, and then attempt to loosely follow in
the purported footsteps of Jesus up into
Kashmir. It was urgent to complete the
southern segment quickly and then move
north as soon as possible to try and stay
ahead of the monsoon rains which come up
from the south. Martin took detailed notes
throughout the trip. These ultimately became the basis of his second book, published
in October, 2008, Jesus in India, King of
Wisdom: The Making of the Film & New
Findings on Jesus’ Lost Years (Yellow Hat
Publishing). This account of the trip is taken
from his book.
Hindu Concurrence
In Bangalore, they were able to obtain
an interview with the resident Hindu priest
of the ISKON Temple who was in charge of
the computer database. The magnificent
ISKON temple is the world center of the
Author of King of Travelers, Edward T. Martin at
the Buddhist prayer wheels in Dharamsala, near
the headquarters of the Dalai Lama, who
contributed to the film.
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international Krishna Consciousness movement, the home of the Hare Krishna devotees. The young priest told them that their
records show that the Spiritual Master of the
temple, Swami Prabhunanda, confirmed that
Jesus had studied at the Jagannath Temple in
Puri. They were informed that Prabhunanda
was aware of the The Aquarian Gospel of
Jesus Christ by Levi Dowling, and that his
sources confirmed that those channeled writings describing the travels and studies of
Jesus in India were true. Of interest here is
the fact that the young priest referred to
Jesus as “Issa,” the name used in the original
book by Nicolas Notovitch, The Secret Life of
Jesus Christ. In Madurai, they were granted
an interview with the Head Priest of the massive Meenakshi Temple Complex, consisting
of several huge towers dominating the city,
completely covered at every level with sacred
statues. Only Hindus may enter the Temple,
and it is the site of reverent pilgrimages, but
the film crew was granted access. According
to the recorded transcript, the Head Priest
said, “He’s (Jesus) taken one part of Hindu
culture, namely patience, love, affection—
because Hindu culture is something very
big…But Jesus has taken that message to
Western culture and preached it over there.”
In Chennai, the production team was
able to film inside the St. Thomas Chapel, rebuilt on the very spot where, in the original
chapel, St. Thomas had preached for 20 years
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body of tantrism, the radiant body of Gnosticism and Neoplatonism, the Winged Disk or
Flying Disk of pharaonic Egypt, and the fravashi or fravarti of Old Persia.) Taoists have a
ki (Japanese), prana (Hindu), mana (Ha- variety of means for life extension, and there
waiian/Polynesian), baraka (Sufism), yesod are reports of some “immortals,” as they are
(Kabbalism), orenda (Iroquois), megbe (Ituri called in Taoism, who live for hundreds of
pygmies). In Christianity, it is called the Holy years. It is a fact attested to by an obituary in
Spirit (see “The Paranormal in Judeo- The New York Times for May 6, 1933, that a
Christianity” in my book The Meeting of Sci- Chinese herbalist,Li-Ching Yun, lived to at
ence and Spirit). More than 100 names for least 197. He was probably 256 but the histhis mysterious energy have been identified torical records didn’t exist to support the
from various sources around the world. (See claim, so the more conservative age was reAppendix 1, “The X Energy: A Universal Phe- ported. Li-Ching Yun claimed his longevity
nomenon” of my 1977 Anchor/Doubleday an- was the result of certain dietetic and herbal
thology Future Science: Life Energies and practices, as well as the daily practice of pa
the Physics of Paranormal Phenomena.)
kua chang, a martial art and healing system.
These traditions claim to recognize and, in
A landmark book by Michael Murphy, The
some cases, control a vital
Future of the Body (Tarcher:
cosmic energy underlying
New York, 1992) examines the
paranormal phenomena, and
potential we humans have for
mental and bodily functions.
what he calls metanormal deBroadly speaking, all these
velopment. It can also be
traditions refer to it as the
called self-directed evolution.
“life energy.” This process of
Such is the aim and effect of
self-directed
consciousness
spiritual disciplines and saunfoldment is becoming
cred traditions. Murphy deknown in the West as “the
scribes the evidence for
awakening of kundalini,” a
human transformative caphenomenon associated with
pacity,
including
bodily
higher stages of spiritual dechanges, which in their tovelopment.
tality, he argues, offer insight
into the next stage of human
Dalai Lama
Longevity in Other
evolution.
Sacred Traditions
Murphy in his early years was a student
In studying self-directed bodily changes of Sri Aurobindo, the Indian yogi whose
and longevity, science should look not only at teaching, called Integral Yoga, pointed to the
yoga, but also at Tibetan Buddhism and final stage of yoga as one in which, after atTaoism. In Tibetan Buddhism, for example, taining union with the Supermind, the yogi
there is a wide variety of means and methods begins a structural reorganization of his
for extending life, and reports of great suc- body on the molecular level. He alters his
cess with them. There are, for example, “lon- cellular construction and transmutes his
gevity pills” reported by Dr. Glenn Mullin in physiological functioning. This alchemical
Death and Dying: The Tibetan Tradition.
transmutation of the body leads to an imMullin, a Canadian-born Tibetan Buddhist, mortal body.
spent 12 years in the company of the Dalai
Do some yogis and sages actually know
Lama; during that time he observed a lama at how to do this? Are tales about yogis living
Dharamsala, India, live on nothing but water hundreds of years in the Himalayas mere
and longevity pills (herbal-mineral com- fantasy or—as I speculated in The Meeting of
pounds) for two years. At first the lama lost a Science and Spirit—have they learned how
slight amount of weight, but then his weight to regenerate their organs, as some lower orstabilized; at the end of his two-year fast, he ders of the biological kingdom do, and how
had actually gained some weight, Mullin re- to obtain “food” (i.e., energy) directly from
ports. The American-born Lama Surya Das, the sun via photosynthesis? There are intriauthor of a collection of Tibetan wisdom tales guing hints of this as an intermediate stage
entitled The Snow Lion’s Turquoise Mane, of higher human development, prior to atalso includes some information on longevity. taining the light body itself. Transpersonal
He told me privately that he has access to in- physiology is a field of study deserving scienformation on mineral substance fasts (lon- tific attention.
gevity pills), breathing exercises, visualizations, mantras, prayers and longevity
The author is an internationally known
empowerments.
writer and educator in the fields of conIn Taoism, there is the concept of the dia- sciousness research and higher human demond body for which Taoists strive; it is the velopment. He was formerly Director of Edufinal stage of enlightenment. The diamond cation for The Institute of Noetic Sciences
body is a deathless vehicle for consciousness founded by Apollo 14 astronaut Edgar
to operate in, freed of the limitations of Mitchell. His 15 books include The Meeting
mortal flesh. (It is the counterpart of the res- of Science and Spirit, Pole Shift and What Is
urrection body or glorified body in Judeo- Enlightenment?. His writing has appeared
Christianity, the solar body of mystery in The New York Times, Reader’s Digest,
schools, the adamantine body of yoga, the Omni, Esquire and Woman’s Day. His books
light body of Tibetan Buddhism, the the vajra have been translated into ten languages.
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JESUS IN INDIA
Continued from Page 33
after arriving in India about 52 A.D. It was
there on that hilltop in Mylapore, now called
St. Thomas Mount, that St. Thomas had been
assassinated by a Hindu fanatic in 72 A.D.
They also filmed in the Cathedral of St.
Thomas in Chennai, a beautiful white gothic
structure, and in the actual tomb of St.
Thomas near the cathedral, where a wax likeness of the apostle lies in repose. The Gospel
of St. Thomas, not in the New Testament,
was discovered with the Dead Sea Scrolls at
Nag Hammadi in 1948. The very presence of
Thomas in India, especially in the easternmost area near Puri, where Jesus is claimed
to have studied, is a strong testimony to the
earlier presence there of Jesus. As Martin
says, “If St. Thomas could get there, why not
Jesus?” It would tend to indicate that Jesus
told his disciples about his Indian sojourn,
which seems very likely.
A Surprise at Jagganath
After an all-day trip northward along the
eastern coast on an express train in which
part of the team suffered without air conditioning on a sweltering day, the wilted crew
arrived in Bhubeneshwar, the capital of
Orissa state, from where they would proceed
to the Jagganath Temple at Puri. This would
be the most crucial segment of the entire
shoot. In the words of Martin, “…a large and
looming question during our journey was:
what would authorities at Jagganath, today,
say about Jesus in India? Specifically, what
would the Shankaracharya, one of the four
ecclesiastical heads of modern Hinduism,
who presides at the Jagannath Temple, have
to say about such claims? Could access to
such an authority ever be gained by our film
crew? If so, we knew it would be truly historic.” To their astonishment, the Shankaracharya granted an interview, even to include
the non-Hindu Davids and Martin! Davids
was made an “honorary Hindu” for the occasion because of his devotion to Yogananda,
and “what the heck,” they allowed the unaffiliated Martin in, too. And most surprising,
they permitted filming. Anil conducted the
interview in Hindi, later translated and subtitled for the film. The 20-minute conversation categorically confirmed everything that
Martin had written about. The Shankaracharya said, “The Jagannath Temple was established as an education center in 483
B.C…Jesus studied our teachings of Truthfulness, Mercy, Charity, Serving Others, Compassion and Ethics.” And then, “…the truth
has been covered up.” For this revelation
alone, the entire trip can be considered a
smashing success.
The Den of the Tiger
In the final chapter of the book titled “To
Kashmir: Into the Den of the Tiger,” Martin
describes the attempt to film in The Tomb of
Yuz Asaf, or Rozabal Tomb, widely believed
Subscribe or Order Books, DVDs and Much More!
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(Top) This image of Jesus is a bas-relief in the Basilica of St. Francis of Xavier in Goa, India. The
sacramental bread Jesus holds is round, suggestive of naan bread of India. (Lower Left) The Tomb
of Yuz Asaf, also called the Rozabal Tomb (tomb of the prophet) is believed by Ahmadiyaa Muslims
to be the grave of the historic personage of Jesus Christ, whom they claim was known as Yuz Asaf
(“Leader of the Healed / Cleansed”) during his journeys in the east after surviving the crucifixion.
Although dismissed by orthodox Christianity, much emphasis has been compiled for this point of
view, and there is an ancient carving of the prophet's feet at the tomb that shows the crucifixion
scars. (Lower Right) Aziz Kashmiri, who wrote Christ In Kashmir, was one of the first inspirations
for author Edward T. Martin, who found in that book considerable evidence that Jesus survived the
crucifixion and later returned to India to remain in Kashmir. Reportedly, Jesus was for a time the
spiritual advisor to King Shalivahan.

to be the final resting place of Jesus after his
death in Kashmir. This took them to Srinigar, very close to the Pakistan border, and
now home to a majority Muslim population
known to be very hostile to Westerners. On
his first visit to the tomb in 1974, Martin encountered no problems; but this time, they
were advised to send only the Hindu members of the production crew. Kashmir is now
rife with sectarian violence and contention
over its control, and armed Indian peacekeeping soldiers are everywhere. So Davids
and Martin lolled about on a houseboat in
See Our Great 8-page Catalog Beginning on Page 74

Lake Dal while Anil and the others took the
cameras to the Tomb. They were able to
enter the Tomb and to film for only five minutes before a hostile crowd gathered outside,
and they were forced to terminate the shoot.
They reported that the interior of the Tomb
was completely changed. The ornate wooden
scrollwork was gone, replaced by a more
functional look. He reported that the famous
stone carving of the feet of Yuz Asaf, clearly
showing the crucifixion scars in the soles,
was now covered with a cloth. A photo of the
carving, previously taken, is in Martin’s >
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JESUS IN INDIA
book.
The plan called for a final interview at
the Hemis Monastary near Leh in Ladakh in
Kashmir. According to Nicolas Notovitch, his
book, The Unknown Life of Jesus, was taken
from the documents shown to him by the
head lama at Hemis. If they could perhaps see
and film that ancient scroll proving that
Jesus really did live and study there, it would
have been the crowning achievement of the
trip. But because of the political turmoil in
Kashmir, it proved to be too dangerous to
travel to Ladakh at that time, so they returned to New Delhi for the trip home. The
Indian film footage constituted about 100
hours of material and became the core of the
final documentary, but there was much more
to be done. Paul Davids spent another year
filming interviews necessary to flesh out the
film. He says in an Afterword to the book,
“What I lacked, and what I knew I would have
to obtain was the input of scholars and ex-

Sign in a Hindu Train Station

perts who could shape the argument about
the Missing Years of Jesus in a coherent
way.” This took him all over the globe and included interviews with university scholars,
priests and rabbis, historians, and journalists.
The final movie, 90 minutes in length, premiered at the Camelot Theater in Palm
Springs, California, in October, 2008, and
was shown twice on the Sundance Channel
in December, 2008.
This film, some think, has the potential
to revolutionize Christianity by virtue of the
humanization of Jesus. By taking away the
godlike status conferred upon him by Constantine, and showing him as the brilliant
and courageous spiritual teacher who succeeded in bringing together three great religions of the world, it removes the superstition
and ritual from Christianity yet leaves the
world with a magnificent message of hope
and renewal. As he himself said, “ye are
gods,” and “greater things than these shall
you do.”
Jesus in India, the movie is available
now in DVD. So are the books which are associated with the movie. To order see the ad
in the inside back cover of this magazine.
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SAQQARA GLIDER
Continued from Page 37
There are no prominent holes anywhere
on the body of the model—certainly not for
holding feathers, or feet, or even a pole to
swivel on as some have claimed if the object
was once used as a weathervane. When I was
handed the glider I carefully turned it over, because
there are no published photographs showing its underside. I found no evidence of any holes where
legs or feet were once attached, or any smaller
holes into which feathers
could have been inserted.
The underbelly was relatively smooth, though worn
with age. The only original
significant indentation that
I could see was in the
center of the top of the
wing, where the wing assemblage was attached to
the main body.
There is, to be sure, a
prominent circular indentation in the artifact’s underside, but there is very good evidence that this was added soon after it had
arrived in the Cairo Museum, toward the beginning of the last century. The shallow
“hole” was deliberately set in place by the
Museum’s early restoration department so as
to be able to mount the piece on an exhibit
stand. Similar modern indentations can be
observed on the bird figurines that share
space with the Saqqara glider in its display
case. Every one was an addition necessary for
mounting and exhibition purposes.
Neither does the artifact have any artist’s
renderings of feathers. Skeptics have suggested that painted on feathers could have
been worn off over time. But though I had
the time to carefully examine practically
every square millimeter of the model, I saw
no images of feathers, or even flecks of paint
indicating residue that would have been left
behind had the model’s surface been subjected to some kind of paint coating which
was subsequently weathered away. The only
painted images I could detect were the
simple outlines of eyes, two lines under the
wing, the inscription near the tail, and a catalog number added in modern times. The ancient markings, as Dr. Messiha pointed out
to me, may have been placed on the model as
an afterthought, part of an effort to make it
into a religious relic, to better fit within a
tomb setting. Or as other researchers have
surmised, these may have mirrored actual
designs seen by the artist on the original
craft-part of the same type of decal decorations seen on modern planes today.
The claim is further made by skeptics
that the model was made to resemble a
falcon because it was meant to be a ceremonial object commonly used to represent one

of the two main falcon-headed deities in ancient Egypt, either Horus or Ra-Harakhty.
Actually, this argument works in reverse.
In Egyptian sacred iconography, the images
of either Horus or Ra-Harakhty were invariably depicted with very specific symbols and
accoutrements. Horus in his full form was always shown holding either an Ankh or Shen
symbol in his talons and wearing a Pshemty
or royal double crown on his brow, while RaHarakhty was never portrayed without a
solar disc prominently placed on top of his

Saqqara Glider
head. Such features are totally lacking on the
Saqqara model, and an inspection of its surfaces revealed no points where such important deific symbols were once attached. In
fact, it is the striking absence of any traditional sacred markings that takes the model
out of the realm of being a religious object
and puts it instead squarely in the context of
a technological artifact.
By far the two most unbird-like features
are the model’s wings and vertical tail. These
are inherently linked with its aerodynamic
body which is certainly very bird-like yet radically different from any other ancient Egyptian statues of birds, particularly deified
ones. One need only look at the bird figures
exhibited in the same museum display case
as the model to see the glaring differences.
The figurine bodies were often slightly deformed to accentuate deific strength and
power, while the wings were spread wide,
feathers splayed, either in an attack or protective mode. And the tail was invariably
fanned out horizontally when the figures
were portrayed in flight. In contrast, the
model’s body is sleek yet aerodynamically
true, the wings are tight and fixed to support
airlift capacity, and the back tail is rigidly
vertical. All these are distinctive features of a
glider, not a bird.
Still other skeptics have dismissed the
Saqqara model as having been nothing more
than a child’s toy. The unanswered question,
however, is if this was only a toy, why does it
contain such sophisticated design features?
The examination of the model I made convinced me this was not any haphazard creation made on a whim by an ancient artist
trying to mimic a bird in flight. Holding the
glider in my hand, I got a strong sense of its
inherent balance and design sophistication.
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